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Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide and Extermination from Sparta to Darfur 
Ben Kiernan 
ISBN 978-0300144253 

For thirty years Ben Kiernan has been deeply involved in the study of genocide and 
crimes against humanity. He has played a key role in unearthing confidential 
documentation of the atrocities committed by the Khmer Rouge. His writings have 
transformed our understanding not only of twentieth-century Cambodia but also of the 
historical phenomenon of genocide. This new book—the first global history of genocide 
and extermination from ancient times—is among his most important achievements. 
Kiernan examines outbreaks of mass violence from the classical era to the present, 
focusing on worldwide colonial exterminations and twentieth-century case studies 
including the Armenian genocide, the Nazi Holocaust, Stalin’s mass murders, and the 
Cambodian and Rwandan genocides. He identifies connections, patterns, and features 
that in nearly every case gave early warning of the catastrophe to come: racism or 
religious prejudice, territorial expansionism, and cults of antiquity and agrarianism. The 
ideologies that have motivated perpetrators of mass killings in the past persist in our new 
century, says Kiernan. He urges that we heed the rich historical evidence with its telltale 
signs for predicting and preventing future genocides. 

 
A Problem From Hell: America and the Age of Genocide  
Samantha Power 
ISBN 978-0060541644 

In her award-winning interrogation of the last century of American history, Samantha 
Power -- a former Balkan war correspondent and founding executive director of 
Harvard's Carr Center for Human Rights Policy -- asks the haunting question: Why do 
American leaders who vow "never again" repeatedly fail to stop genocide? Drawing upon 
exclusive interviews with Washington's top policy makers, access to newly declassified 
documents, and her own reporting from the modern killing fields, Power provides the 
answer in "A Problem from Hell" -- a groundbreaking work that tells the stories of the 
courageous Americans who risked their careers and lives in an effort to get the United 
States to act. 

 
The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective 
Edited by Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan 
ISBN 978-0521527507 

Focusing on the twentieth century, this collection of essays by leading international 
experts offers an up-to-date, comprehensive history and analysis of multiple cases of 
genocide and genocidal acts. The book contains studies of the Armenian genocide; the 
victims of Stalinist terror; the Holocaust; and Imperial Japan. Contributors explore 
colonialism and address the fate of the indigenous peoples in Africa, North America, and 
Australia. In addition, extensive coverage of the post-1945 period includes the atrocities 
in the former Yugoslavia, Bali, Cambodia, Ethiopia, Rwanda, East Timor, and 
Guatemala.  
 



Becoming Evil: How Ordinary People Commit Genocide and Mass Killing 
James Waller 
ISBN 978-0195148688 

Political or social groups wanting to commit mass murder on the basis of racial, ethnic or 
religious differences are never hindered by a lack of willing executioners. In Becoming 
Evil, social psychologist James Waller uncovers the internal and external factors that can 
lead ordinary people to commit extraordinary acts of evil. Waller debunks the common 
explanations for genocide- group think, psychopathology, unique cultures- and offers a 
more sophisticated and comprehensive psychological view of how anyone can potentially 
participate in heinous crimes against humanity. He outlines the evolutionary forces that 
shape human nature, the individual dispositions that are more likely to engage in acts of 
evil, and the context of cruelty in which these extraordinary acts can emerge. Illustrative 
eyewitness accounts are presented at the end of each chapter. An important new look at 
how evil develops, Becoming Evil will help us understand such tragedies as the 
Holocaust and recent terrorist events. Waller argues that by becoming more aware of the 
things that lead to extraordinary evil, we will be less likely to be surprised by it and less 
likely to be unwitting accomplices through our passivity. 

 
Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland 
Christopher Browning 
ISBN 978-0062303028 

Ordinary Men is the true story of Reserve Police Battalion 101 of the German Order 
Police, which was responsible for mass shootings as well as round-ups of Jewish people 
for deportation to Nazi death camps in Poland in 1942. Browning argues that most of the 
men of  RPB 101 were not fanatical Nazis but, rather, ordinary middle-aged, working-
class men who committed these atrocities out of a mixture of motives, including the 
group dynamics of conformity, deference to authority, role adaptation, and the altering of 
moral norms to justify their actions. Very quickly three groups emerged within the 
battalion: a core of eager killers, a plurality who carried out their duties reliably but 
without initiative, and a small minority who evaded participation in the acts of killing.  
Browning argues that most people succumb to the pressures of a group setting and 
commit actions they would never do of their own volition.   

 
Hitler's Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans and the Holocaust 
Daniel Goldhagen 
ISBN 978-0679772682 

Goldhagen reconstructs the climate of "eliminationist anti-Semitism" that made Hitler's 
pursuit of his genocidal goals possible and the radical persecution of the Jews during the 
1930s popular. Drawing on a wealth of unused archival materials, principally the 
testimony of the killers themselves, Goldhagen takes us into the killing fields where 
Germans voluntarily hunted Jews like animals, tortured them wantonly, and then posed 
cheerfully for snapshots with their victims. From mobile killing units, to the camps, to the 
death marches, Goldhagen shows how ordinary Germans, nurtured in a society where 
Jews were seen as unalterable evil and dangerous, willingly followed their beliefs to their 
logical conclusion. 

 



Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil 
Hannah Arendt 
ISBN 978-0143039884 

Originally appearing as a series of articles in The New Yorker, Hannah Arendt’s 
authoritative and stunning report on the trial of Nazi leader Adolf Eichmann sparked a 
flurry of debate upon its publication.  A major journalistic triumph by an intellectual of 
singular influence, Eichmann in Jerusalem is as shocking as it is informative—an 
unflinching look at one of the most unsettling and unsettled issues of the twentieth 
century that remains hotly debated to this day 

 
Lest Innocent Blood Be Shed: The Story of the Village of Le Chambon and How Goodness 
Happened There 
Philip Hallie 
ISBN 978-0060925178 

During the most terrible years of World War II, when inhumanity and political insanity 
held most of the world in their grip and the Nazi domination of Europe seemed 
irrevocable and unchallenged, a miraculous event took place in a small village in 
southern France called  
Le Chambon. There, quietly, peacefully, and in full view of the Vichy government and a 
nearby division of the Nazi SS, Le Chambon's villagers and their clergy organized to save 
thousands of Jewish children and adults from certain death. 

 
Weapons of the Spirit (documentary), 
written and directed by Pierre Sauvage 
Chambon Foundation (www.chombon.org)  1987. 

The small village of Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, which was inhabited mostly by Huguenots 
(devout Protestants whose own history involved being persecuted), became a place where 
families took in Jews and hid them in their houses and on their farms. The villagers 
risked their lives, and their bravery is evident in interviews with residents who recall the 
Nazis searching house to house for Jews in hiding. Produced by Pierre Sauvage, who was 
born in the village while his parents were being sheltered, this documentary is a moving 
look at ordinary people who performed extraordinary feats. What is perhaps most 
impressive is how the elderly villagers interviewed on camera seem to think what they 
did wasn't very heroic at all, but rather a simple expression of their religious faith. It is 
humbling to hear them describe how it was impossible for them to do anything other than 
protect their fellow humans from great evil. 

 
President Barack Obama: 

"Not a single Jew who came there was turned away, or turned in. But it was not until 
decades later that the villagers spoke of what they had done -- and even then, only 
reluctantly." 
 
Yom Hashoah/Holocaust Remembrance address, April 23, 2009 


